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roof level of the first building. A second edifice on
this gave the effect of a superimposed story, and by
again raising the mound a third or even more step-
like buildings could be added to the whole. In many
If not most -cases, the mound or kus was higher than
the building which surmounted it, while the elab-
orate "roof-comb" was as high again; the actual
building being quite low and squat but appearing
lofty and imposing when topped with its "comb" and
standing upon the stone-faced mound which seemed
a portion of the building itself. It is quite obvious
that all the buildings were planned and designed by
competent architects beforehand, and that the stones
were all cut and carved before erection, although the
finishing touches, the finer carvings, the painting and
the stucco-work were added afterward.
While the Mayas never equaled the Peruvians in
their engineering feats or the cyclopean dimensions
of their architecture, yet no other American race,
nor for that matter any race, ever approached them
in the complexity, the extent and the beauty of their
stone sculptures,
In every case the most striking feature of the Ma-
yan architecture and monuments is the extremely
elaborate carving and sculpture that adorn them.
Everything, from the largest, most massive blocks of
stone to the tiniest ornaments, was sculptured and
glyphed, although the type of carving varied consid-
erably in different localities. In the northern dis-
tricts, bas-reliefs predominated, whereas in Honduras,
caryatides and human figures are the rule, and at Co*
pan, once the Mayan metropolis, there are exagger-
ated bas-reliefs so deeply undercut that they appear